
 
 

 
 

 

2nd June 2020 

To: All places of worship and celebrants in Essex, Southend and Thurrock  

Dear all,  

On 15 May the Secretary of State for Communities announced that a Places of 
Worship Taskforce had been set up to develop a plan to enable the phased and safe 
reopening of places of worship, when the evidence shows it is the right time to do so. 

This Taskforce includes leaders and representatives from all the major faiths. 

For now, places of worship must remain closed and gatherings for prayer, worship, 
ceremonies or celebration are still not allowed. 

However, the government’s ambition is to reopen places of worship, where possible, 
in step 3 of its plan to lift restrictions. This is expected to be no earlier than 4 July 
and subject to further scientific advice. 

The Taskforce is also considering whether some forms of worship, such as individual 
prayer, might be permitted in places of worship before they fully reopen in step 3, 
where it is appropriate and safe to do so in line with social distancing guidelines. 

The Communities Secretary was clear that places of worship will only be opened 
when the government is confident that people can use these spaces safely and will 
not put themselves or others at risk. 

It is too early to say what the Taskforce’s plan will be. However, you may want to 
start thinking about and preparing now for reopening your place of worship.  We 
recognise that practices differ between faiths; you may also want to start thinking 
about how you could accommodate individual prayer or alternative practices to 
support your community.  Alongside this, and preparations for re-opening, we would 
recommend continued use of online prayer services and resources,  

There is no guidance yet about when or how ceremonies such as weddings, civil 
partnerships or naming ceremonies may be able to resume. However, celebrants 
may wish to start thinking about how these could be organised to ensure appropriate 
social distancing, whether in places of worship, other buildings or open air. 

Preparation and planning could include: 

• Carrying out a COVID-19 risk assessment of your building; 

• Planning a deep clean of the building; 

• Making a plan for regular cleaning once the building re-opens; 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/simple-health-safety/risk/index.htm


 
 

 
 

 

• Ordering stocks of cleaning materials, hand sanitisers or protective equipment 
so you are ready for re-opening; 

• Thinking about adaptations you may need to make to enable people visiting 
your building to maintain social distance and good hygiene. These could 
include providing facilities for people to wash their hands, rearranging 
furniture, signage, floor markings, creating ‘one-way systems’ or installing 
screens or barriers; 

• Assessing capacity and looking at how you can limit/manage the number of 
people who can visit the building at once. 

To help you here are some links to more information and guidance. 

1. Secretary of State’s announcement about the new Places of Worship 
Taskforce. 

2. Five steps to working safely during coronavirus (This guidance is for 
businesses and workplaces but it may provide some useful pointers or further 
links) 

3. The government’s roadmap to lift restrictions step by step (Re-opening places 
of worship is in step 3) 

4. The government’s guidance for cleaning of non-healthcare settings 

5. Historic England’s COVID-19 guidance on cleaning historic surfaces 

You may also wish to consult with your national faith organisation or landlord for 
further advice and guidance. 

Faith Action, a national network of faith-based and community organisations, is 
represented on the Taskforce. They are also represented on Essex’s faith and social 
cohesion tactical coordinating group, which has been set up to advise on and 
support local responses to the coronavirus pandemic. With Faith Action’s support we 
will keep you informed about the national plan and changes in national guidance as 
they emerge. 

This letter is sent on behalf of the Faith & Communities Tactical Co-ordination 
Group.  The Group is part of Essex Resilience Forum’s response to COVID-19 
pandemic and provides information, advice and guidance on faith and 
community issues to the both the Forum itself as well as local communities. 

If you have any further queries, or would like to get in touch with the Group, please 
contact faith.communities@essex.gov.uk  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-taskforce-developing-plan-to-reopen-places-of-worship
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-taskforce-developing-plan-to-reopen-places-of-worship
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19/5-steps-to-working-safely
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy#our-roadmap-to-lift-restrictions-step-by-step
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://historicengland.org.uk/coronavirus/historic-places/cleaning-historic-surfaces/
https://www.faithaction.net/
mailto:faith.communities@essex.gov.uk

